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The amendment is needed because Tennessee's state Supreme Court “found” a
“right to abortion” in our state constitution. As a result, our abortion-specific informed
consent law and waiting period law were ruled unconstitutional. The state is also
unable to enforce regulations for the safe operation of abortion clinics.
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Requirements for Amending the Constitution
Any proposed amendment that is out
on the ballot is not a simple yes-or-no
referendum for which a simple
majority vote decides the issue.
In order for the amendment to be
added to the constitution, the
amendment must get a number of
“YES” votes equal to 50% of the votes
cast in the Governor’s race plus one.
A majority vote is not enough. Say, for
example, 1,000,000 people vote in the
Governor’s race.

If 500,000 people vote in favor of the
amendment, and only 400,000 vote
against it, the amendment fails! In this
example, the amendment must receive
at least 500,001 “YES” votes to pass.
Because of this requirement, every
person who votes in the Governor’s
election but who does not also vote for
the amendment will have effectively
“voted” AGAINST the amendment.
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How Many Babies Could Be Saved?
If

Tennessee’s abortion rate per

x 1000

had been as low as the abortion rate in Arkansas, Kentucky or
Mississippi, the states from which the most out-of-state women
come for abortions, then fewer Tennesseans would have had
abortions, saving babies’ lives. This chart shows the number of
babies which would not have been aborted in Tennessee* were
our abortion rate the same as:
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The greatest obvious diﬀerence between Tennessee and
these states is their pro-life laws, laws that are no longer
constitutional here.
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* Based on C.D.C. 11/29/13 report & corresponding U.S. Census data.
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To learn more about Amendment 1, the Yes on 1 campaign and campaign activities, and
what you can do to help, go to www.yeson1.org.
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